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Executive Overview
Kahuna Research Group (KRG) is a Hawaiʻi-based public charity and interdisciplinary network dedicated  

to  the  professional  exploration of  unexplained phenomena,  ancient  mysteries,  cultural  history,  and 

extraordinary  human  experience.  Founded  by  Zach  Parker  on  November  11,  2011,  with  founding 

member Grace Vallez, KRG began as a small but ambitious effort to approach subjects often pushed to 

the margins of public conversation with greater honesty, discipline, documentation, and respect.

From  the  beginning,  KRG  has  occupied  a  distinctive  space  between  field  investigation,  cultural  

storytelling,  media,  public education, and publishing.  Its  members have investigated unusual  claims,  

appeared on television, participated in podcasts and documentary films, written and published books,  

created  educational  experiences,  challenged  misinformation,  and  encouraged  residents  and  visitors 

alike to look more closely at Hawaiʻi's layered histories. The organization has never been defined by a  

single theory or one category of mystery. Its defining quality is the willingness to ask difficult questions  

while continuing to test assumptions against evidence.

MISSION  To investigate, document, interpret, and share significant historical, cultural, archaeological, 
metaphysical, and unexplained subjects with integrity, critical thinking, professional care, and respect 
for Hawaiʻi and its communities.

KRG at a Glance

Category Organizational Record

Founded November 11, 2011 (11/11/11)

Founder Zach Parker, known publicly and in media as Zach Royer - Royer the Explorer

Founding member Grace Vallez (former member)

Public charity milestone
IRS determination issued May 5, 2026; classified under Internal Revenue Code Section 
509(a)(2)

Publishing division KRG Publishing, established in 2014; renamed Stone Compass Press in 2023

Public experience legacy Big Island Ghost Tours, established in 2014; pioneer of ghost tours on Hawaiʻi Island

Current leadership
Zach Parker - Founder and Director; Olivia - Secretary; Leumas - Director of Research and 
Documentarian

Core fields
Field research, cultural history, archaeology, unexplained phenomena, educational 
media, publishing, documentary work, and public programs
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Why KRG Exists
Hawaiʻi is a place where history, memory, land, spirituality, science, and storytelling frequently overlap.  

Ancient sites coexist  with modern communities.  Oral  traditions preserve meanings that may not be 

visible in written records. Visitors arrive with curiosity, while local families often carry experiences and  

knowledge that deserve careful treatment. At the same time, sensationalism can overwhelm responsible 

inquiry, and extraordinary claims can be distorted for attention.

KRG exists to make room for curiosity without surrendering judgment. It brings together researchers, 

educators, healers, authors, explorers, publishers, seekers, filmmakers, and supporting members who 

share a desire to examine complex subjects professionally.  The organization does not require every 

participant to reach the same conclusion. It asks that people document what they observe, distinguish 

evidence from interpretation, treat culture and place with respect, and remain willing to revise a theory 

when the facts demand it.

Contents at a Glance
01  Origins and Founding. How KRG began on 11/11/11 and established its central purpose.

02  From Fieldwork to Television. Early investigations and appearances on Legends of Hawaii and Mysteries 
at the Museum.

03  The 2014 Expansion. The launch of Big Island Ghost Tours and KRG Publishing.

04  Pioneering Public Experiences. TripAdvisor recognition and a new way of teaching haunted and cultural 
history.

05  Publishing as Preservation. The development of KRG Publishing into Stone Compass Press.

06  Investigation, Skepticism, and Impact. Field investigations, the ThirdPhaseOfMoon debunking, and public 
influence.

07  A Public Charity for the Next Era. The May 2026 IRS milestone and KRG's evolving nonprofit role.

08  Programs, Leadership, and Media. The current organizational structure and public-facing work.

09  The Big Island Archaeological Investigation. A potentially significant pyramid-like site and the questions 
surrounding it.

10  The KRG Discovery Project. LiDAR, projection equipment, fundraising, and public access to research.

11  Legacy and Future Vision. What KRG has changed and what it seeks to become.

EDITORIAL NOTE  This profile is based on KRG's organizational history and facts supplied by founder 
Zach Parker. References to emerging archaeological interpretations are presented as active research 
questions, not established conclusions.
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Milestone Timeline

Date Milestone Significance

November 11, 
2011

KRG founded
Zach Parker establishes Kahuna Research Group with founding 
member Grace Vallez.

Early 2010s Fieldwork and media
Members conduct investigations and appear in programs including 
Legends of Hawaii and Mysteries at the Museum.

2014 Big Island Ghost Tours
KRG expands its public education work and pioneers organized 
ghost tours on Hawaiʻi Island.

2014 KRG Publishing
A publishing division is created to preserve and distribute books, 
research, and personal histories.

2015 TripAdvisor recognition
Big Island Ghost Tours receives a TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice 
Award.

2016 Second award The operation earns another TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice Award.

2023 Stone Compass Press
KRG Publishing is renamed Stone Compass Press while remaining 
KRG's publishing division.

May 5, 2026 IRS determination
KRG reaches a defining nonprofit milestone as a public charity 
classified under Section 509(a)(2).

2026 Sacred Sight - Season 2
Zach participates in the second season of the documentary series 
Sacred Sight.

2026 Discovery era
KRG advances a major Big Island site investigation and develops a 
$30,000 LiDAR and presentation-equipment campaign.

Origins and Founding: 11/11/11
Kahuna Research Group was founded on November 11, 2011 - a date deliberately remembered within 

the organization as 11/11/11. Zach Parker created KRG as a home for serious inquiry into subjects that  

conventional organizations often ignored, dismissed, misunderstood, or treated only as entertainment.  

Grace Vallez was among the founding members and helped define KRG's earliest period. Although she is 

no longer a member, her place in the founding history remains part of the organization's record.

KRG's early identity was shaped by Hawaiʻi itself. The islands hold some of the world's most compelling  

intersections  of  genealogy,  migration,  sacred  geography,  oral  tradition,  conflict,  colonial  disruption, 

environmental  power,  and  human belief.  They  also  attract  dramatic  stories  -  some rooted in  lived  
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experience and cultural memory, others exaggerated or manufactured. KRG emerged from the need to 

tell the difference without flattening the mystery that makes people care in the first place.

The group's  name reflected both its  location and its  aspiration.  KRG would be a  research group:  a 

network rather than a personality cult, a forum rather than a predetermined conclusion, and a structure  

through which investigators, healers, teachers, writers, and supporters could bring different forms of  

knowledge into conversation. Its work would not be limited to Hawaiʻi, but Hawaiʻi would remain its 

intellectual and ethical center.

Building a Field Culture
In its first years, KRG built experience one case, location, interview, and night in the field at a time. 

Members  listened  to  witnesses,  visited  places  associated  with  historical  or  unexplained  accounts,  

compared  stories,  recorded  environmental  conditions,  and  looked  for  ordinary  explanations  before 

accepting extraordinary ones. The organization developed through practice. Its credibility depended less  

on  declarations  than  on  consistency:  showing  up  prepared,  documenting  what  happened,  treating 

participants fairly, and refusing to claim more than the evidence supported.

This field culture became one of KRG's lasting strengths. By working in real places with real people,  

members learned that an investigation is never only about a strange photograph, a meter reading, a 

light in the sky, or a story told after dark. Every case also has a human setting - a family, a landscape, a  

historical wound, a cultural expectation, a media narrative, or a community relationship. Responsible 

research must account for all of it.

From Fieldwork to Television
KRG's early work soon reached wider audiences. Members including Zach Royer - the public and pen 

name  used  by  founder  Zach  Parker  -  and  former  member  Grace  Vallez  appeared  in  television 

programming such as Legends of Hawaii and Mysteries at the Museum. These appearances represented  

an important  step in KRG's  evolution.  They brought the group's research interests into mainstream 

media and demonstrated that Hawaiʻi's mysteries could be discussed through history, place, testimony, 

and investigation rather than spectacle alone.

Television exposure also clarified a challenge that would follow KRG throughout its history: media can  

expand public understanding, but it can also compress complex subjects into a few dramatic minutes. 

KRG responded by developing its own channels of communication. Field experiences, public talks, books, 

podcasts, articles, websites, documentary participation, and eventually KRG TV gave the organization 

more control over context. Instead of being only a source for someone else's story, KRG increasingly 

became a producer and publisher of its own work.
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The Public Identity of Zach Parker and Zach Royer
For legal, organizational, and nonprofit purposes, KRG's founder is Zach Parker. In books, media, online 

work,  and  public-facing  exploration,  he  is  known  as  Zach  Royer  and  as  Royer  the  Explorer.  The  

distinction  is  practical  rather  than  philosophical:  Zach  Parker  is  the  legal  name  attached  to  KRG's  

governance and formal records; Zach Royer is the established pen name and media identity through 

which much of the public first encounters his research.

That public identity has helped connect KRG's investigations to a broader audience. It places exploration 

at the center of the story - not as a performance of certainty, but as an invitation to follow evidence,  

enter unfamiliar landscapes, and become more curious about Hawaiʻi's cultural and historical depth.

The 2014 Expansion
The year 2014 became a turning point. KRG expanded in two directions that at first appeared separate 

but were ultimately part of the same mission: direct public experience and publishing. Big Island Ghost 

Tours created a way for people to encounter history in place. KRG Publishing created a way for people to 

encounter history, testimony, and ideas in print. Together, these projects moved KRG from a research 

network into a wider educational and cultural platform.

Big Island Ghost Tours
Big Island Ghost Tours was established in 2014 and pioneered ghost tours on Hawaiʻi Island. At a time 

when this  kind of  organized experience had not yet  become part  of  the island's  established visitor  

landscape,  KRG recognized that  carefully  presented accounts  of  hauntings,  unusual  events,  conflict, 

burial traditions, and local history could open a doorway into deeper learning. Guests came for mystery,  

but many left with a stronger understanding of place.

The operation's importance was not simply commercial. It  translated years of KRG fieldwork into an 

accessible public format. A story told at its location has a different force than one read on a screen.  

Streets, shorelines, lava fields, historic buildings, battle sites, and night skies become part of the lesson.  

The experience encouraged participants to ask why a story persisted, what historical event lay beneath 

it, whose voice had been preserved, and what had been forgotten.

Big Island Ghost Tours earned TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice Awards in 2015 and 2016. Those honors  

affirmed that the concept resonated with visitors and that KRG had helped establish a new category of  

experience on the island. More importantly, the tours introduced large numbers of people to Hawaiʻi  

Island's  history  through  a  format  that  was  memorable,  emotionally  immediate,  and  grounded  in 

storytelling.
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From Tours to Educational Experiences
As KRG matured into a nonprofit, the legacy of Big Island Ghost Tours began to evolve. Ghost, vortex,  

and UFO programs could be framed not merely as tours but as educational experiences:  structured 

opportunities to learn about observation, folklore, cultural context, night-sky identification, investigative 

tools, and the difference between evidence and assumption. This transition preserved the appeal of 

exploration while aligning public activities more closely with KRG's educational and research mission.

The shift also reflected a broader truth about KRG. The organization has never been interested only in 

frightening stories or unexplained lights. Its most durable contribution is the way it uses curiosity as an  

entry point. Mystery gets people to pay attention; careful interpretation helps them understand what 

they are seeing and why it matters.

Publishing as Preservation
KRG Publishing was also established in 2014. The publishing division grew from the same impulse that  

drove  the  field  investigations:  important  stories,  personal  testimony,  historical  research,  and 

unconventional ideas can disappear if no one takes responsibility for preserving them. Publishing made 

it  possible  to  move  beyond  temporary  media  appearances  and  create  durable  records  that  could 

circulate through families, libraries, bookstores, classrooms, and future research.

The  division  supported  authors  and  projects  that  might  not  fit  the  narrow  requirements  of  large 

commercial  publishers.  Its  work  embraced memoir,  Hawaiʻi  history,  military  experience,  spirituality,  

social commentary, fiction, cultural subjects, and explorations of the unexplained. The connection to  

KRG was natural. Both organizations valued the overlooked account, the independent investigator, the 

community memory, and the individual voice with something meaningful to document.

Becoming Stone Compass Press
In 2023, KRG Publishing became Stone Compass Press. The new name gave the publishing division a 

broader and more distinctive identity while preserving its place within KRG. Stone suggests endurance,  

history,  land,  and  the  material  record.  Compass  suggests  direction,  navigation,  discovery,  and  the 

willingness to travel beyond familiar boundaries. Together, the name captures the role publishing plays 

in KRG's mission: preserving what matters and helping readers find their way through complex stories.

Stone Compass Press is not an unrelated side business in KRG's history. It is the continuation of KRG's 

publishing work and an essential part of the organization's educational reach. Through the press, KRG 

can support authors, produce books, preserve research, develop field guides, and build an archive that 

outlasts any single investigation or media cycle.
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Investigation, Skepticism, and Public Impact
KRG's reputation has been built as much by what it has questioned as by what it has explored. The group 

has performed dozens of field investigations across multiple categories of unusual experience. Some 

cases have produced compelling testimony or unresolved observations.  Others have led to ordinary 

explanations. The value of the work lies in the process: gather what can be documented, separate first-

hand evidence from retelling, test alternative explanations, and state clearly what remains unknown.

Debunking ThirdPhaseOfMoon
One of KRG's most visible skeptical interventions involved the UFO media operation ThirdPhaseOfMoon. 

KRG challenged and debunked hoax material associated with the outlet, demonstrating that interest in 

UFOs does not require uncritical acceptance. This episode became an important expression of KRG's 

identity. The organization could take unexplained aerial phenomena seriously while also confronting 

manipulation, staged content, misleading presentation, and claims that failed under scrutiny.

That distinction remains crucial. Hoaxes do more than mislead an audience; they damage witnesses, 

waste researchers' time, and make legitimate anomalies easier to dismiss. By addressing false claims  

directly, KRG defended the integrity of the field and showed that skepticism and open-mindedness are  

not opposites. Both are necessary.

Dozens of Field Investigations
Across its history, KRG members have carried out dozens of investigations involving reported hauntings,  

unusual environmental experiences, lights and objects in the sky, historically significant locations, sacred 

or storied landscapes, and sites raising archaeological questions. These investigations have created a 

body of practical knowledge about interviewing, documentation, photography, video, audio, night work, 

site safety, mapping, and public communication.

Not  every  field  visit  becomes  a  film,  article,  or  book.  Much  of  the  organization's  work  has  been 

cumulative: learning which tools are useful, which methods create false positives, how weather and 

terrain affect observations, how stories change in repetition, and when a location must be protected  

from publicity. That accumulated judgment is one of KRG's most valuable assets.

Inspiring Cultural Exploration
Since 2011, KRG has inspired people to explore Hawaiʻi's cultural history more deeply. The organization's  

public work has encouraged audiences to look beyond resort narratives and familiar landmarks toward 

burial  grounds,  battlefields,  heiau,  ancient  settlements,  migration  stories,  changes  in  religion  and  

governance, and the memories attached to particular places. Mystery often begins the conversation, but 

history gives it depth.
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This influence is difficult to measure only in attendance or views. It appears when a guest reads more  

after an experience, when a viewer recognizes the difference between legend and historical record,  

when a family decides to preserve a story, when an author completes a manuscript, or when a young  

person begins to imagine research as something they can do. KRG's impact is partly informational and 

partly motivational: it gives people permission to investigate thoughtfully.

A Working Research Philosophy
KRG's subjects are diverse, but its strongest work is unified by a consistent research philosophy. The 

organization begins with a question rather than a conclusion. It  treats an extraordinary claim as an 

invitation to investigate, not as proof of a preferred theory. It recognizes that scientific instruments can  

improve observation but cannot replace historical context, cultural knowledge, careful interviewing, or 

ethical judgment.

Principle How It Guides the Work

Question before conclusion
Define what is actually being claimed and what evidence would support or 
challenge it.

Context before spectacle
Study the history, culture, geography, weather, land use, and human setting 
surrounding an event or site.

Documentation
Preserve photographs, video, audio, measurements, maps, witness accounts, dates, 
and field notes whenever possible.

Multiple explanations
Compare conventional, environmental, technological, psychological, historical, and 
extraordinary possibilities.

Respect for place
Approach culturally sensitive locations and community knowledge with care; 
publicity is not always the right outcome.

Clear uncertainty
Distinguish verified fact, informed interpretation, working hypothesis, personal 
belief, and unresolved anomaly.

Public education
Translate research into books, films, articles, presentations, and experiences that 
invite people to think for themselves.

KRG STANDARD  A mystery does not become less meaningful when a claim is tested. Careful testing 
protects the people, places, and evidence at the center of the story.

From Research Network to Public Charity
KRG's development into a nonprofit organization formalized work that had already been taking place for 

years. The transition created a structure capable of supporting research, education, preservation, media 
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production, publishing, fundraising, partnerships, memberships, and public programs under a unified 

mission. It also made KRG accountable to a higher standard of governance and public benefit.

On May 5, 2026, KRG received its IRS determination and reached a defining institutional milestone as a  

public  charity  classified under  Internal  Revenue Code Section 509(a)(2).  The designation reflects  an 

organization intended to receive meaningful support through a combination of public contributions and 

mission-related program activity. For KRG, this is more than a tax classification. It marks the beginning of  

a new era in which more ambitious research and educational projects can be pursued through grants, 

donations, sponsorships, memberships, and community collaboration.

The nonprofit structure also changes the time horizon. A tour company can deliver an experience; a 

public charity can build an archive. A small  research group can investigate a site;  an institution can 

create  protocols,  train  volunteers,  acquire  specialized  equipment,  publish  findings,  host  public 

presentations, and preserve records for the next generation. KRG's task now is to convert fifteen years  

of experience into durable capacity.

Current Leadership

Leader Role Primary Contribution

Zach Parker Founder and Director

Organizational leadership, strategy, research direction, public 
communication, publishing, fundraising, partnerships, and 
program development. Publicly known as Zach Royer - Royer the 
Explorer.

Olivia Secretary
Organizational records, meeting support, documentation, 
correspondence, administrative continuity, and assistance with 
nonprofit operations.

Leumas
Director of Research and 
Documentarian

Research planning, field documentation, interviews, podcast and 
documentary work, media production, and development of the 
organization's visual record.

KRG's  broader  identity  continues  to  depend on a  network  model.  Researchers,  educators,  authors,  

healers, filmmakers, historians, technical specialists, supporting members, volunteers, and community 

partners may contribute in different ways. Not every contributor must be a full-time investigator. A 

strong  nonprofit  can  make  room  for  field  participation,  archival  work,  cultural  guidance,  technical 

analysis, event support, fundraising, editing, photography, mapping, and public education.
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The KRG Program Portfolio

Program Area Purpose

Field Research
Investigations of historically significant locations, archaeological questions, unusual 
experiences, environmental anomalies, and unexplained aerial observations.

Educational Experiences
Public programs shaped by the legacy of Big Island Ghost Tours, including ghost, 
vortex, UFO, history, and night-sky learning experiences.

Media and Documentary 
Work

KRG TV, documentary participation, interviews, podcasts, short-form video, field 
reports, and long-form visual storytelling.

Articles and Reports
Accessible research writing that separates source material, interpretation, and open 
questions while giving the public a path to learn more.

Research Library
A developing collection of books, records, field materials, reports, media, and 
reference resources supporting investigation and education.

Stone Compass Press
KRG's publishing division, producing books and preserving histories, memoirs, 
research, cultural subjects, and independent voices.

Membership and 
Community

Opportunities for researchers, learners, supporters, donors, and collaborators to take 
part in KRG's mission.

The Discovery Project
A campaign to expand KRG's capacity through LiDAR mapping, aerial documentation, 
and professional public presentation equipment.

Media, Books, Podcasts, and Documentary Film
KRG members have appeared on television, participated in podcasts, contributed to documentary films,  

and written books. These formats are not secondary to the research; they are how research reaches  

people. A field observation that remains on a private hard drive has limited public value. A responsibly  

edited documentary, article, podcast, presentation, or book can bring context to thousands of people 

and create a record that others can evaluate.

The organization's media history extends from early appearances on Legends of Hawaii and Mysteries at  

the Museum to independent online content and current documentary work. Each stage has increased 

KRG's ability to communicate in its own voice. The goal is not simply exposure. It is to make complex 

material understandable without draining it of uncertainty, cultural significance, or wonder.

Sacred Sight - Season 2
In 2026, Zach became involved with the second season of Sacred Sight, a documentary series associated 

with KRG research director and documentarian Leumas.  The project  represents the convergence of  



KAHUNA RESEARCH GROUP  |  ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY AND PROFILE

KRG  |  PAGE 12

several  strands  of  KRG's  history:  field  exploration,  cinematic  storytelling,  public  curiosity,  and  an 

adventurous  willingness  to  follow  difficult  questions  into  real  landscapes.  Zach's  participation  also 

extends the Royer the Explorer identity into a new documentary setting.

Sacred  Sight  arrives  at  an  important  institutional  moment.  KRG  is  no  longer  only  recalling  past  

accomplishments;  it  is  entering  a  period in  which new discoveries,  better  equipment,  and stronger  

media  capacity  could  place  the  organization  before  a  much  larger  audience.  Season  2  offers  an 

opportunity to show that KRG's next chapter is already underway.

KRG TV and Direct Public Communication
KRG TV gives the organization a dedicated outlet for documentaries, interviews, field footage, research 

updates,  presentations,  and  educational  programming.  Direct  distribution  matters  because  unusual 

subjects are especially vulnerable to oversimplification. KRG can use its own media platform to show 

process:  not  just  the  most  dramatic  moment,  but  the  preparation,  the  uncertainty,  the  competing 

explanations, and the evidence that leads to a conclusion.

Combined with the Articles & Reports program, the Research Library, Stone Compass Press, and live 

presentations,  KRG  TV  can  become  part  of  a  complete  knowledge  system.  A  film  introduces  the  

question. An article explains the evidence. A public presentation allows discussion. A book or archived 

report preserves the work. That integrated model is one of KRG's greatest opportunities as a nonprofit.

The Big Island Archaeological Investigation
KRG is currently involved in what may become its most significant field project to date: the investigation 

of an ancient pyramid-like structure on Hawaiʻi  Island. The site has the potential to raise important  

questions  about  construction,  settlement,  migration,  chronology,  and  the  people  responsible  for 

building it. One hypothesis under consideration is that the structure may not have been built by Native 

Hawaiians, or may reflect influences not accounted for in conventional interpretations of the site.

RESEARCH  CAUTION   The  site's  age,  function,  builders,  and  cultural  affiliation  have  not  been 
conclusively established. The possibility of non-Hawaiian construction is a working hypothesis to be 
tested against archaeological, geological, cultural, and historical evidence - not a declared finding.

That  distinction  is  essential.  A  structure  that  resembles  a  pyramid  can  arise  from  many  forms  of 

construction, landscape modification, terracing, erosion, later rebuilding, or incomplete documentation. 

Visual  resemblance alone cannot establish origin.  A responsible investigation must ask whether the  

feature is human-made, how it was constructed, what materials and tool marks are present, whether  

associated deposits can be dated, how the site relates to known settlement patterns, and what Native 

Hawaiian knowledge and historical records say about the area.
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KRG's  opportunity  is  to  help  assemble  a  modern  evidence  package.  Aerial  photography,  

photogrammetry,  LiDAR,  topographic  mapping,  spatial  analysis,  non-invasive  survey,  soil  sampling, 

comparative architecture, archival research, oral history, astronomical alignment testing, and carefully  

documented field observation can be brought together. No single technique will answer every question. 

Their combined results can reveal whether the site is best understood as a natural formation, a known 

Hawaiian  construction  form,  a  later  modification,  or  something  that  genuinely  requires  a  new 

interpretation.

The project's significance extends beyond the most dramatic possible theory. Even if the investigation 

ultimately supports a conventional explanation, the process can produce valuable documentation of an 

ancient  landscape.  It  can  identify  features  at  risk,  preserve  a  detailed  digital  record,  improve 

understanding of settlement or land use, and demonstrate how community-based research can work  

alongside  professional  expertise.  A  responsible  answer  -  whatever  it  is  -  is  more  valuable  than  a  

sensational claim.

Protecting the Discovery
Potential archaeological discoveries carry responsibilities. Publicity can attract vandalism, unauthorized 

collection, trespass, or damage. Cultural interpretation can also cause harm when it excludes Native 

Hawaiian  perspectives  or  treats  sacred  places  as  entertainment.  KRG's  strongest  path  is  careful  

documentation,  protection  of  sensitive  location  details,  respect  for  land  access,  collaboration  with 

qualified specialists and cultural knowledge holders, and staged public communication based on what 

the evidence can support.

This project may become a defining test of KRG's maturity. The organization has the public reach to  

generate attention and the field experience to recognize unusual features. Its nonprofit era now calls for 

a deeper institutional discipline: preserve first, verify carefully, communicate responsibly, and allow the 

discovery to become larger than any individual personality or theory.

The KRG Discovery Project
To support  the next  phase of  research and public  education,  KRG is  developing the KRG Discovery  

Project - a campaign to raise $30,000 for a LiDAR-capable drone system and a professional projector and 

presentation setup. The campaign is especially important if pending grant support is not awarded. It  

gives donors a direct way to help KRG acquire tools that can transform both field investigation and 

public access.
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Why LiDAR Matters
LiDAR measures distance using pulses of light and can produce highly detailed three-dimensional models  

of terrain and structures. When paired with accurate positioning, responsible flight planning, ground 

verification, and appropriate processing, LiDAR can reveal subtle changes in elevation that are difficult to  

see  in  photographs  alone.  It  can  help  document  terraces,  walls,  platforms,  pathways,  depressions, 

modified slopes, and relationships between features across a site.

For KRG, a LiDAR system would reduce reliance on occasional outside access and allow the organization 

to build repeatable survey capacity. The value is not merely the drone itself. Training, licensing, data  

processing, mapping standards, storage, maintenance, safe operations, and professional interpretation 

are  all  part  of  turning  equipment  into  credible  research.  The  campaign  therefore  represents  an  

investment in capability, not a single purchase.

Why Projection and Presentation Equipment Matters
Discovery has little public benefit if the results cannot be shared clearly. A professional projector and 

presentation setup would allow KRG to bring high-resolution maps, 3D models, documentary footage,  

interviews, and research findings into community rooms, schools, partner organizations, donor events, 

and public programs. Large-format presentation is especially valuable for LiDAR and aerial data because 

audiences need to see how individual features relate across a landscape.

The  equipment  would  also  strengthen  KRG  documentaries  and  presentations  beyond  archaeology. 

Historical research, UFO identification, field methods, cultural storytelling, author events, and nonprofit  

outreach all  benefit  from a  reliable  mobile  setup.  In  this  way,  the Discovery  Project  links  research 

infrastructure with public education.

What Donor Support Makes Possible

Action Public Benefit

Acquire
A LiDAR-capable aerial platform, supporting hardware, software, storage, and presentation 
equipment.

Train Develop safe, lawful, repeatable field operations and technical proficiency.

Document Create accurate maps, 3D models, aerial records, and baseline surveys of important sites.

Interpret
Compare new data with field observations, archival material, cultural knowledge, and 
specialist review.

Share Produce documentaries, public presentations, reports, articles, and educational resources.

Preserve Build durable digital records that can support future research and site stewardship.
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The Meaning of KRG's Legacy
KRG's history is not a straight line from paranormal research to nonprofit administration. It is a record of  

expansion. A field group became a media presence. Media appearances led to public experiences. Public  

experiences  helped  people  encounter  history.  Publishing  gave  stories  a  permanent  form.  Skeptical 

investigations defended the integrity of unusual subjects. Documentary work extended the audience.  

Nonprofit status created a structure for research and education that can continue beyond the founder.

Several accomplishments stand out. KRG was founded early enough to help shape the modern public 

conversation about unexplained Hawaiʻi. Its members appeared on national and local media. Big Island 

Ghost Tours pioneered a category on Hawaiʻi Island and received back-to-back TripAdvisor recognition. 

KRG  Publishing  developed  into  Stone  Compass  Press.  The  group  publicly  challenged  UFO  hoaxes.  

Members completed dozens of investigations and helped inspire interest in Hawaiʻi's cultural history. By  

2026,  KRG  had  become  a  recognized  public  charity  positioned  to  pursue  equipment,  grants, 

partnerships, education, and discovery at a new scale.

Yet  the  deeper  legacy  is  cultural.  KRG  has  shown  that  a  person  can  be  open  to  mystery  without 

becoming careless, skeptical without becoming cynical, and respectful of tradition without refusing new 

tools. It has demonstrated that books, films, tours, fieldwork, and nonprofit service can belong to the  

same ecosystem when they are organized around curiosity and public benefit.

Vision for the Next Era
KRG's next era should be measured not only by how many mysteries it investigates but by the quality of  

the institution it  builds.  The organization has  the story,  experience,  public  identity,  publishing  arm, 

documentary capacity, and nonprofit standing to become a distinctive center for independent research 

and education in Hawaiʻi. The next challenge is to connect those assets through consistent programs, 

professional standards, sustainable funding, and long-term partnerships.

Priority Long-Term Direction

Research capacity
Acquire LiDAR and related tools; improve field protocols; create repeatable 
documentation and data-management systems.

Public education
Expand educational experiences, lectures, school and community presentations, field 
demonstrations, and accessible learning materials.

Publishing and archives
Use Stone Compass Press and the KRG Research Library to preserve books, reports, 
interviews, maps, media, and organizational history.
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Priority Long-Term Direction

Documentary storytelling
Develop KRG TV, Sacred Sight collaborations, and original productions that show 
evidence, process, and cultural context.

Partnerships
Build relationships with landowners, cultural practitioners, historians, archaeologists, 
scientists, educators, nonprofits, and responsible media.

Membership
Create meaningful roles for supporters at different levels, from donors and learners to 
trained field volunteers and specialist advisers.

Financial resilience
Balance grants with public support, program revenue, memberships, sponsorships, 
publishing, and mission-aligned fundraising.

Institutional continuity
Strengthen governance, records, leadership development, and succession so KRG's 
work can endure beyond any single project.

The Standard for Success
Success will not mean proving every legend, resolving every sighting, or confirming the most dramatic 

interpretation  of  every  site.  Success  will  mean  asking  better  questions,  preserving  better  records, 

bringing more people into responsible learning, protecting culturally significant places, publishing work 

that survives scrutiny, and creating an organization trusted enough to investigate what others overlook.

KRG can be both adventurous and accountable. It can remain willing to explore the extraordinary while 

becoming  more  rigorous  in  how it  documents,  interprets,  and shares  what  it  finds.  That  balance - 

between mystery and measurement - is the organization's greatest strength and the clearest expression 

of its future.

Closing Statement
Kahuna Research Group began on 11/11/11 with a founder, a small circle of investigators, and a belief  

that  the  unexplained  deserved  a  more  thoughtful  approach.  Fifteen  years  later,  its  story  includes 

television,  award-winning  public  experiences,  books,  podcasts,  documentary  films,  skeptical 

investigations, cultural education, dozens of field cases, a publishing division, nonprofit recognition, and 

the possibility of a major archaeological discovery.

The organization has grown because it has never treated curiosity as trivial. Curiosity can lead a traveler  

into history, an author into publication, a witness into honest conversation, a researcher into the field, a 

donor into public service, and a community toward the preservation of knowledge that might otherwise 

be lost.
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KRG TODAY  A public charity rooted in Hawaiʻi, built through exploration, and entering a new era of 
research, preservation, publishing, documentary storytelling, and public education.

KAHUNA RESEARCH GROUP
Founded November 11, 2011 | Public Charity Milestone May 5, 2026

Founder and Director: Zach Parker | Public identity: Zach Royer - Royer the Explorer
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